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this reticence greatly matter. We learn a little of the direction
of the proceedings from Abbot Gasquet, and a little more from
Lacey who, though not on the Commission, was able to form
some idea of the course it was taking from the enquiries which
were passed on to him by its members. He complained that
they were devoting a disproportionate attention to points of
secondary importance. 'It seems to be all about Barlow/ he
wrote; and the hurly-burly of discussion round that alleged
'missing link' in the succession of the Elizabethan Orders from
those of Mary,* if not as irrational as the earlier agitation about
the legend of the Nag's Head,f was, in Lacey's opinion, quite
unnecessary. 'The documents about Barlow, and the absence of
documents, are of no importance/ was his comment. 'These
arguments are for the dustbin/70

On the other hand, the Rite itself and its intention appear to
have been inadequately discussed. That, at any rate, was Hali-
fax's firm opinion, based upon what he had heard and upon the
fact that very little information upon these two vital points was
required from Puller and Lacey. Puller himself had written a
careful treatise on the subject which Duchesne, for one, had not
even read. It would appear, indeed, that the decisive factor was
neither Barlow nor the Rite, so much as the previous judgment
given in the case of Bishop Gordon, a seventeenth century
bishop of Galloway, ordained according to the English Rite,
who after leaving the country with James II asked the Holy See
to declare his Orders invalid, so that he might be properly or-
dained. His request, after reference to the Holy Office, was

*There was a theory, now, it is to be hoped, finally exploded, that Bishop
Barlow, who presided at the consecration of Matthew Parker, was himself
never properly consecrated.

f According to the Nag's Head Legend, the only form of consecration re-
ceived by Matthew Parker, the first Archbishop of Canterbury in the reign
of Elizabeth* was a blow on the head from a Bible, thrown at him by a
brother bishop in the course of a bout of horseplay in a Cheapside tavern.